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Every performance is captioned

Creative captions can be used 
for translations and a second 

language.

Actors are more comfortable 
with creative captions.

Captions are integrated and part of 
the design.

Creative Captions



In Europe, there are estimated to be 
around 47.9 million adults who have 

a form of hearing loss
(hear-it AISBL)

24% of people in the UK have 
subtitles switched on at all times

(Stagetext Survey 2021)

80% of people watch with 
subtitles on Netflix

(Netflix 2022)

Younger people (Gen Z) are more 
likely to watch with subtitles over 

older generations
(Preply 2022)



History of captions on stage



1983 First use of surtitles in Opera. ‘Elektra’ by The Canadian Opera Company.



1997 First open captioned show ‘Barrymore’ Broadway by Theatre Development Fund.



2000 StageTEXT established in the UK.



2010 Launch of Talking Birds closed caption app, Difference Engine.



2010s Productions with creative captions appear in the UK and Europe.



2018 Smart captioned glasses launch at the National Theatre



Wonder Boy
Bristol Old Vic



The Tin Soldier
Birds of Paradise



Everyday
Deafinitely Theatre



The Lesson
Icarus Theatre



Augmented
Told by an Idiot



The Paradis Files
Graeae Theatre



Oliver Twist
Ramps on the Moon



SURFACING
Asylum Arts



Eve and Cain
Queens Theatre Hornchurch



Future of creative captioning

• More and more shows with creative captions.

• Creative Captioning software

• Not just one job – consultancy, design, animator, programmer, technician, 
operator.

• Improved tools to make it easier.

• Audiences will be more comfortable with captions.

• Different methods for showing captions (wearables, smart glasses, 
holograms!)

• Not just theatre; live music, conferences, workshops, online, films and tv.



Links

http://creativecaptioning.com - Creative Captioning website 

https://officiallondontheatre.com/access/captioned/- London Theatre 
Captioned Performances

https://www.stagetext.org - Stagetext

http://creativecaptioning.com/

